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Aunt Jennifer's Tigers
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» About the Poet: Adrienne Rich

9wl 1 (3THT). Adrienne Rich was mainly known for her involvement in which movement?

3d¥ — Contemporary women's movement.

9wl 2 (ATHTT). What two negative societal issues did Adrienne Rich often resist in her work?

3 — Racism and Militarism.

9%l 3 (A€IA). How does Adrienne Rich's role as a 'theorist' relate to her poetry?
3 — As a 'theorist, she developed deep ideas about women's rights, which then influenced the
themes and messages in her poetry, making her work not just artistic but also intellectually profound.

gesT 4 (%fdA). Why is it important to understand a poet's background, like Adrienne Rich's, before
analyzing their poem?

3d¥ — Understanding a poet's background, especially their core beliefs and movements they were part
of, provides crucial context. For Adrienne Rich, knowing her ‘feminist perspective' helps us interpret
'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' as a deliberate critique of societal 'constraints' on women, not just a personal
story, thereby revealing the poem's deeper social and political '‘commentary.'

» Introduction to Aunt Jennifer's Tigers

Yo 5 (3MHTeT). FAAT FT @1 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' 3Taa! fFw H&T AR A 3R FFa Far 82
3W — Ig T Afgell 3R 3T FUSA/EITIAT & T & I T 3R Tohd HT ¢l

9o 6 (ATHIA). 3§ Hfadr 1 Fafd=t Hia 72
3T — 89 HIAdT $T FHardar Adrienne Rich g1

e 7 (FETH). YR F47 o9rar & F FaRN F ‘tigers' eg FT wAT fFar ¥, e 3K Feraw v A8

3W — 'Tigers' 3= drehd, Astar 3R Todaar & T J= sd §, S e/aE Aunt Jennifer &7 arEdfaes
fSieafr & et 81

wesT 8 (Ffoer). ef¥= 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' & Adrienne Rich & & feminist 8% & &R & Szar 872
3R — Ig AP TH ARl N 37 goll g5 FTomsl AR AT H HaT H gl &, S Agearens qae 7
3FEY & STl §, Adrienne Rich 8T g WX &1 &l ¢

» The Free and Fearless Tigers (Stanza 1)

9o 9 (3THI). HfAar & 'prance’ Asg HT FAT 7 &2
3T — ATT F TeAdT, 37hs L dcAaT]

9ol 10 (3ATHI). aT€l Y 'denizens' fFH®T FaT AT 272
3 — 'a world of green' |
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woT 11 (FEAHA). Ugell stanza # amei A Fla @ e FET PAAvaW Far§ 7§ &2
3 — 3oTehl dlehd (strength), 3TSTET (freedom), 3R f¥sXaT (fearlessness)|

woeT 12 (FfoeT). ITast FAT 9T §, FARA F qrET F 'Bright topaz' § FAT e H 872
3 — AT o STEl @ 'Bright topaz' @ FHAT ool T § Fifeh Ig W1 3N AR oA AR TGHME, Fal
3R Shaddar Fr cTdr g1 I8 3o ATFaemer 3R IATUROT C@TCr §, S U AT Icod IHGCT gl

» Aunt Jennifer's Constrained Reality (Stanza 2)

9T 13 (ATHTT). What does 'terrified hands' suggest about Aunt Jennifer's life?
3 — It suggests that Aunt Jennifer lived a life filled with fear, anxiety, and a lack of confidence due to
her circumstances.

9wl 14 (ATHT). In this stanza, what is the contrasting image to Aunt Jennifer's reality?
3 — The contrasting image is of the tigers, who are 'prancing, proud and unafraid'.

9T 15 (ALFH). Explain the double meaning of the word 'ringed' in 'still ringed with ordeals she was
mastered by.’

3@ — The word 'ringed' has two meanings: first, literally, that the wedding ring will still be on her finger
even after death; and second, metaphorically, that she will remain encircled or trapped by the 'ordeals'
and burdens of her marriage even in death, symbolizing a lasting impact of her suffering.

92T 16 (Ff&+7). How does the poet use the 'wedding band' as a powerful symbol to highlight the
themes of oppression and gender inequality?

3d¥ — The poet uses the 'wedding band' as a potent symbol of patriarchal oppression and gender
inequality. By calling it a 'massive weight', the poet transforms a small piece of jewelry into a metaphor
for the heavy burdens, expectations, and lack of freedom imposed upon women in marriage. It
represents the societal norms that confine women to specific roles, stripping them of their agency and
individual identity, much like Aunt Jennifer's life was 'mastered by' her marital 'ordeals'.

» Future Legacy and Enduring Oppression (Stanza 3)

90T 17 (3HTT). What happens to Aunt Jennifer's hands when she is dead?
3 — Her terrified hands will lie, still ringed with ordeals.

9wl 18 (3THTT). What do the tigers continue to do?
3@ — The tigers will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.

9o« 19 (HEIH). What does 'ringed with ordeals she was mastered by' suggest about Aunt Jennifer's
life and death?

3d¥ — It suggests that even after death, the struggles and oppressions (‘ordeals') she faced in her
marriage and life will continue to define her, symbolized by the 'ringed' hands.

gesT 20 (FfdsT). How does Aunt Jennifer's art provide a 'future legacy' that contrasts with her
personal life?

3d¥ — Her art, embodied by the 'proud and unafraid' tigers, represents the freedom and strength she
lacked in life. This creation will 'go on prancing' long after her death, serving as an enduring symbol of
her unfulfilled desire for liberation, thus forming her 'future legacy'.

» Symbolism and Contrast in the Poem
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9wl 21 (ATHT). What do 'Aunt Jennifer's tigers' primarily symbolize?
3 — Freedom, strength, and fearlessness.

YWl 22 (ATHTT). What does 'the massive weight of Uncle's wedding band' symbolize?
3d¥ — The burden and oppression of her marriage and patriarchal society.

9ol 23 (HAEFH). How do 'Aunt Jennifer's terrified hands' contrast with the tigers?
3 — Her 'terrified hands' symbolize her weakness and fear in real life, which contrasts sharply with the
tigers' bravery and fearlessness in her art.

gesT 24 (%fdd). Discuss how the symbolism and contrast in the poem highlight the theme of women's
oppression in a patriarchal society.

3d¥ — The tigers symbolize the freedom and strength Aunt Jennifer desires but cannot achieve, a
longing suppressed by the 'massive weight of Uncle's wedding band,” which represents patriarchal
oppression. Her 'terrified hands' further illustrate her personal subjugation. The contrast between her
powerful art and her suppressed reality highlights how societal structures can crush individual freedom,
especially for women, and how art can become an outlet for unfulfilled desires.

g P U 3ETeXT (step-by-step)

3crgIoT 1. Explain how knowing about Adrienne Rich's background helps in understanding 'Aunt
Jennifer's Tigers'.

» First, identify key aspects of Adrienne Rich's background: ‘involved in contemporary women’s
movement,' 'strong resistance to racism and militarism.'

> Next, connect these aspects to the poem's theme, which 'addresses the constraints of married life
a woman experiences.'

> Then, explain that her 'feminist perspective' (nariwadi soch) means she wrote about women's
struggles and freedom.

» Finally, conclude that this background helps us see 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' not just as a story, but
as a commentary on women's lack of freedom and inner strength, reflecting Rich's own beliefs.
3d¥ — Adrienne Rich's background as a leading figure in the women's movement and her consistent
'resistance’ to injustice directly inform 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers." Knowing this helps us understand the
poem's deeper message about the 'constraints of married life' and the universal struggle for female
'freedom' and 'expression,' rather than just a simple narrative.

3¢1eI0T 2. Hfadr & ¥ 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' @ 39 FAT 9T TeldT &7

» UgeIT dea: 'Aunt Jennifer' ®isT g Thal 8§72 al U 31 AT, AMIS Th Toalt IT AT, & Tehell 2

» QBT FeA: 'Tigers' AT 2T Wehd &2 Tigers' Afdd, Wed, Faaaar 3N fostar & v g

» dRRT FeH: gl @ Ao drarl teh Afger fSTdr a1 Aunt Jennifer &, 3R 39% ‘tigers'— IJg§
fe@rar & & Aunt Jennifer & mag ar o1 wgh § St ‘tigers' # §, I1 A 3T UM @ 30eA foieel & agh o
ar T &
3@ — ofid® 'Aunt Jennifer's Tigers' T &Y AR (Aunt Jennifer) & IR # Faar § T =G 39
Sieet & amene 3R @ & 8, AfpaT at s A7 & I1 U FA F (S¥ embroidery) 3 'tigers' (I
wew, afFa, 3k rerd) @ der s § ar we #
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3¢1eI0T 3. &HfadT T ggell stanza & smET F7 'Bright topaz denizens of a world of green' FaY &gr AT 872

» G Ugel, 87 'topaz' 3iX 'denizens' 2sal FT 37 THSIN| 'Topaz' Teh A, THPER el T2 &l
'Denizens' &I AJIS § IrardT|

» 319, 'Bright topaz' Jg &iTdT & & a1ar fhdey I&dhel, 37T 3T eeR €, 3 5 Hradr o &8l

» AR 'world of green' 3+i% Yrehfceh foiard, Siater &l gelfar &

» dY ST eUsEl &7 T g fe@= & fav foramr a=r & % 919 39 g3 TUR & '3sodd 3R afFaame
foardr €, S 319l gexar 3R drehd A efad gl
3@ — «mEl ' 'Bright topaz denizens of a world of green' sufaT Fgr mar ¥ FifF T Ivw wHfaw,
BN S H gRA qEl o srew 3k afFqurel faarht §, Y 3@ aer 3R wigfaw gewar & qwtar
gl

3erevur 4. Explain the significance of the phrase 'massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band' in relation

to Aunt Jennifer's life.

» Identify the literal meaning: A wedding band is a small, light ring.

> Analyze the symbolic meaning of 'massive weight: This contradicts the literal weight, implying a
metaphorical burden.

> Connect 'massive weight' to Aunt Jennifer's life: It symbolizes the oppressive responsibilities,
patriarchal control, and lack of freedom she experiences within her marriage.

» Conclude how it reflects her 'constrained reality: The ring is not a symbol of love or joy for her,
but a physical manifestation of the constraints and heavy burdens placed upon her by her marital
relationship.
3¢ — The phrase 'massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band' signifies the immense, oppressive
burden of Aunt Jennifer's marriage. It represents not the physical weight of the ring, but the
metaphorical weight of patriarchal expectations, loss of personal freedom, and the overwhelming
responsibilities that have 'mastered' her life, making her existence one of constant fear and
constraint. It highlights her lack of agency and the unhappiness within her marital reality.

3c1gI0T 5. Explain the significance of the contrast between Aunt Jennifer's 'terrified hands' and her
'proud and unafraid' tigers in the third stanza.

> Step 1: Ildentify Aunt Jennifer's state. 'When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie still ringed
with ordeals she was mastered by.'! Ig GLATAT § i Il HJG & a1 N 3o Y 34 T 3N 3o
Ape § Y T, 18 g Folt 3Mmefe AT & G| TE 3Tk SR & GAA HT Il &l

» Step 2: Identify the tigers' state. 'The tigers in the panel that she made will go on prancing, proud
and unafraid.' & gf@Tar § &1 Aunt Jennifer & §TT U a9 gARM IR 3R &A1 3T & 3Bd-Fgd el

» Step 3: Explain the contrast. Ig aRIUTE Aunt Jennifer & gIhdfPId 3SEr df HaAT AR IaTahr FHell
H cFd ATSAET &I 5TST Pl 39PR BT gl 3oTehl AU Sigal Seer # off, W 36T &holl & 30¢ Ta 'legacy’
&Y, u 0T ggare fSEe 'freedom' 31X ‘power' ot

» Step 4: Conclude the significance. Ig Fafdr g7 Idrdl § Hf gIehdl ol g JUar Al H oo g,
AfFeT 3T WATCHSAT (creativity) IT 'art’ 3¥ 'enduring legacy' I T TART faEd ¢ Hehdr g, S
3EH gt ugdreT 9o S Bl

3d¥ — The contrast signifies Aunt Jennifer's personal lifelong oppression (‘terrified hands') versus the

enduring legacy of freedom and power expressed through her art ('proud and unafraid tigers'),
highlighting that her creative spirit found an outlet for the liberation she never achieved in life.
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3cgIoT 6. Explain the contrast between Aunt Jennifer's tigers and Aunt Jennifer herself, citing
specific lines from the poem.

» ldentify the symbolic meaning of 'Aunt Jennifer's tigers'. The tigers symbolize freedom, strength,
confidence, and a rejection of fear, as seen in 'They do not fear the men beneath the tree' and 'prance
across a screen'. They represent what Aunt Jennifer desires but cannot achieve.

» ldentify the symbolic meaning of Aunt Jennifer's own state. She is characterized by 'terrified hands'
and is 'ringed with ordeals she was mastered by', indicating her fear, weakness, and oppression within
her marriage.

» Explain the contrast. The contrast lies in the fact that her artistic creation (the tigers) embodies the
very qualities (bravery, freedom) that she, the creator, lacks in her real life. Her art is 'proud and
unafraid' while she is 'terrified' and burdened by 'the massive weight of Uncle's wedding band'.

» Conclude by stating how this contrast highlights the themes of oppression, artistic escape, and
unfulfilled desires.
3a¥ — The poem creates a stark contrast between 'Aunt Jennifer's tigers' and Aunt Jennifer herself.
The tigers are 'proud and unafraid,’ 'prancing across a screen,' symbolizing freedom, strength, and
defiance against patriarchal control, specifically highlighted by 'They do not fear the men beneath
the tree.' In stark opposition, Aunt Jennifer's own 'terrified hands' and the 'massive weight of Uncle's
wedding band' symbolize her fear, oppression, and the burden of her marital life. Even after death,
her hands will remain 'still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by, emphasizing the permanence
of her subjugation. This contrast powerfully conveys her unfulfiled desires for freedom and the
restrictive reality of her life.

g qdam & e @™

o 15 T #, HaA & aRET @ F9 U IFER HiAAT & ‘themes' IT AET TAWAT F S5 I I &
saforT wafdEr 7 'feminist perspective’ 31X 'social concerns' &r ATE IGAT g HAgcaqoT gl

* TE FAAr 1S e & AT sgd Agcaql §1 IFE MR F gdieprcan I (symbolic meaning) W HaTel
3T g, safew 'Aunt Jennifer' 3R 'tigers' & @Y FAdAS Hl TS T THST

* 3§ &fadr & Aunt Jennifer 3R 3=7% STal & ST 1 contrast (FARYUTeTH) Sgd Hgcayqul &1 I 36 W
TR TR AT &, sAfelv aral Hr TFAYATHT Fr 3 & FHASTAT|

* 30 Hfadr ¥ symbols 3R contrast arel 9 3IFER 3T &1 'Wedding band' 3R ‘'tigers' & symbolic
meanings 31X Aunt Jennifer @7 reality 3iX 3= tigers & &g & contrast &I AT & THSTHL SATGeTT|

o T stanza # 'ringed with ordeals' 3iX 'proud and unafraid’ & TRIETHRT (contrast) & 3T I
mm,ug@éﬁw%ﬁvagﬁmqﬁﬁl

* 3H Hfadr # Ydidcas 3T 3R TRMHAT (contrast) &l 3T & THASAT, @WHAR ‘'tigers', 'wedding band',
3R ‘hands' & forT, &ifd & board exams H 3FET YT I &

> Adrienne Rich: Feminist poet, resisted racism/militarism; poem on women's marital 'constraints'.

» Title suggests woman's suppressed desires, freedom; tigers symbolize courage.

» Tigers: prance, bright topaz, fearless, sleek chivalric certainty.
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> Wedding band = marital burden; Terrified hands = fear; Tigers = freedom in art.
> Aunt's 'terrified hands' remain oppressed post-death; 'tigers' are enduring symbol of artistic freedom.

» Tigers = freedom; Wedding band = oppression; Hands = fear. Powerful contrast.
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